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GL-CRSP Avian Flu School at Forefront of Avian Influenza Response

of the intended audiences. Avian
Flu School trains instructors at
the national level. These AFS
Instructors are given the tools

to train field veterinarians,
agricultural extension staff,

and rural health workers at

the district level. The district-
level trainers are then prepared
to conduct public education
programs at the community
level, such as among smallholder

poultry keepers.

Pilot workshops were conducted
in 2006 in California, Tanzania,
and Texas with support from
the Global Livestock CRSP

and the National Center for
Foreign Animal and Zoonotic
Disease Defense. Feedback
from participants was used to
improve the curriculum. Within
its first year, 15 workshops

were conducted in six countries
in three languages - English,
French, and Kiswahili.
Participant satisfaction, as
measured by post-workshop
surveys, has been extremely high.

Though originally planning to

-y

focus on east
Africa, the
GL-CRSP
AFS project
has been
responsive
to requests
from other
countries.
When the
outbreak
occurred in
Ghana this
past Spring,
the GL-
CRSP was
there within
weeks to
arrange the AFS course. To
date, workshops have been
conducted in the United States,
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda,
Djibouti and Ghana. This year,
the program is training at the
national and district level in
Kenya, Uganda, Ghana and
Tanzania and at the village level
in Tanzania. In 2008, there are
plans to continue the program
in Africa and to expand the

program into Asia and Latin
America.

Dr. Cardona points out the vein location for-drawing blood
sample from a chicken while Uganda workshop participants in
personal protective equipment (PPE) observe. Photo by D. Bunn.

Qutbreaks of the virus have
been reported in 60 countries in
Asia, the Middle East, Europe
and Africa. This is the largest
avian influenza panzootic event
ever recorded, leading to the
death of 140 million birds and
at least 315 confirmed human
cases.

The AFS Program is a
component of the Global
Livestock CRSP’s expanding
zoonotic disease portfolio,
featuring research and
development projects focused
on understanding the origin
and spread of zoonotic disease
and the interface berween
wildlife, livestock, and human
communities. €93

For more information on the
Avian Flu School Program and
other CRSP projects, please visit
http:/lglcrsp. ucdavis.edu.




